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T & THE N OBLE AND 
Right virtuous Knight, Sir } ow » 


L's E G=ZRTON, increaſe of true honour in 


thislife, and fruition of true glorpin 
thelifero:come. 


Wor rur Str; 

= ZI Muſt acknowledge my ſelfe to 
£4 Ez "oncets ; run edge my) 4:8 /o 
Y Bey Jong, till rl Vora ſuperat forte ; 
Ez heintercitof your lows exceeds 
v\> the principall of my abilutes : all which(if 

they be ought ) you may therfore challenge as 
due debt , and arreſt them to bee continually 
at your [eruice. | 

Yet rather than [will ſhew my ſelfe aright 
bank-rupt , moſt onkinde to him that hath 
_— end, and play off o kinde a ( redis- 
ws tour with Non fam loluendo , [will grow 

' t0 4 faire and boneil compoſeti tion, and pay 
you (asF may) though us be but V aciatim. 
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Ei 225A 
O that Teould truly ſaywith that ſernant in 
@Mat-1® the (a) Goſpel / Sir, haue patience with 

me, and | will pay you all. 
(b) Bear. But(b)exonerando me magis onero ; 
The more labour to requite,the more _— 
lige my ſelfe. For what doe F now but Ver- 
ſuram ſoluere , borrow both of your pati- 
ence, and proteftion to cleare the debt of your 

former fauours * 

Uery likely that while F thus launch forth 
intothe deep,and caſt my nette upon the face 
of the waters , it will fare with me as with o- 
ther fiſher-men, wbo among many fiſh meet 
with ſome Carps ; and if (bychance) they 
alight vpon a ſturdy lack, there 1 great tup 
betwixt them, whether they ſhall catch the 
Fack, or the Fack them. But in this caſe F 
(d) Sree. am of Seneca's reſolution ; (4) Cupio, ſi 
FP” | Geri poteſt, propitis auribus quid ſenti- 
am, dicere:ſin minus, dicam & iratis, 
And yet I hope without breach of charity too. 


(e) 


"—-+DEpicaTORIE 
(e) Charitas ad ſaluandum violenta ©7%ſ 
- 

What allowance ſoener it ſhall find abroad, 

it humbly craues your fauourable acceptance 

vF athome:yea,it alſopreſumes , that {ane 

it your infant ( for, but for you,it had ne- 

wer ſeene light\it ſhall alſo be heire of your 
Fauour ; Nato filio nata portio. And that 

becauſe Cf) Mercurius ante omnes ſtel-« x4. 
las Phocbo ſemper eſt domeſticus; Your 775" © 


| Jelf, who are learned Supraſogtem fupra- wy 


vulgarem,willgladlypatronize the digni- 

tie of Diuines, which i the maine matter of 
thu Sermon Sg 

A matter (if any other) very materiall 

& neceſſary for theſe daies,becauſe as a ſpice 

of all other diſeaſes attends vpon the apue ; 

and, Ad ignorationem elenchi Gs, 26 

| poſſunt omnes paralogiſmi : So the con - 

* tempt and ſlender regard of Gods Miniſters 

1 the matter and mother of all other enormi- 
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ties, Whichſo plentifully reigne m thi irrt- 
 gularage of ours. wi .> 
' Whatſoener it elſe,ititthe Votoriata- 
bula of my loue conſecrated to the Temple +«Yf - 
of your Honor,which ſhall daily be frequen= 
ted with my praters wnto God , T hat az you, 
and your honourable good Lady are here 
Gemini 1a terra caro vna ; /o bereafter 
ye mgy be far ener Gemini in ccelo, ſydus 
van : And that both the hopetull and 
hoped fruits of b04h your bodies may bee as + 
truly heires of both your virtues, as your ſelf - + | 
are of the wanifold graces and bieſſings of -** 
your moſt honoured and honour-worthy Fa- 
. ther,who/e yuworthy, but moſt obſernant 
| } ſeruant F am, and bartilie toy tobe. © - 
Aud, as Coclum quietemſuamortt. * 
cur 1n motu : So in:continuance of theſemy. 


bumble and hartie praiers unto God for yang | 
and yours,F (hall ener reſi 5: +11: 4M 


Your moſt dented debtor, - th 
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MATTH. (hap. 4. er/. 19. 
Follow mee, and F will make.Þ you 


& Auing elſewhere com- 
> menced the handling of 
© thisScripture,which may 

 fitly bee called Piſcatorum 
” Scriptura : The Fiſhermans 
2 Scripture, andrtherefore (I 


truſt) notimpertinentto 


torum 


x , es 


forum meſSis, The fiſhermans barue#t ; | willnow ' 
(by Re miozee, and your Chriſtiarſpa- 
tience) proceedto the vnfolding of the re- 
mainder. | | 
The words may be quartered into foure | 
arts : 24 
' 1 The calling of Peterand Andrew (the 2 
firſt Apoſtles ) to the othce of Apoſtleſhip: 
Follow. 
2 The Caller, Chriſt himſelfe : Me. 
3 TheCalled, Peter and Andrew : You. | 
4 The Funttion or Office whereunto they 
are called : Fiſhers of men. 
x The Calling was two-fold ; External, and 
Trternall. For to little purpoſe had been Ex- 1 
terior Oratio, The outward ſound 8 miniſte-=, *«©| © - 
ry of Chriſt his voice , had it not beene ac- 
companied with Interior Operatio, The inward 
worke andefficacic of his grace. x et 
\_ 2 -IntheCaltrarez.things: | #4 
The oneis Aﬀe#us, his gratious and lo- 
uing affetion, calling them before they 
dr-amt of his call. == 
The other is Efefus , his powerfull and 
eftectual 


Firentns or MEN. 
effetual working in them, inthat he comes 
ynto them with a Fieri faciam : How vuapt 
8& ynable ſocuer ye may deeme your ſelues, 
yerfollow me, and it ſhall be your making. 

3 In the partiescalled I obſerue 3. things. 

1 Their Number : They were Two. 

2 Their ( onſanguoitie : They were 
Brethren. | - 

3 Their Codition or Quality: They were 

. pooregignoble, and ignorant fiſhermen, 

And ypontheſethree I ſpent my former 
diſcourſe. 

4 Now fourthly and laſtly , In the Office 
whereunto they are called, there are other 
' threeconſiderable points: _ ut 

1 Their Dignity. 
2 Their Diligence. 
3 Their Diſcretion. 

Dignity without Diligence, were but harts- 

eaſe and idleneſſe. 
Diligence without Dignity, were but drudge- 
ry and baſeneſſe. 
Both withoutDiſcretion, were but ſamplicity 
and weakneſſe. Ff. 
; B 2 But 
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them apr and able to fulfill their miniſtery. 

All threemſinuated inthis one Metaphor,Piſ 
catores hommunt, Fithers of men, 

Firſt ofthe Metapbor; and then to the Mat- 
ter. 

Our Sauiourin this ſo familiar and do- 
rheſticall a Metaphor deſcendethtothe vulgar 
; & ordinary phraſe of ſpeech , uo fattum po- 
7 ſterius priorss vetinet nomen ; Wherby the name 
ofathing formerlydonc is transferred to an 


his booke , if afterwards he betake himſclte to 
ſomeorher worke, we are woont by way of 


Read mee alſo this booke. 
 *Plal.78.77 Andweeread of King Dauid, * Þ/al. 78. 


that he was called from feedmg of ſheepe,to bee 
a ſhepheard of men. And heere we fee Peter and 


Andrew called from catching of fiſh,to befiſhers 
ml | | 
Obſerue, and ye ſhall finde, rhatitis the 
vſuall pradtiſe. of our Sauiour to ſpeake of 
ſpirituall things as if they were corporal, 
Ve 


But a full ſieet harmony of all three makes 


_ after-buſineſſe : as, when a man hath been at 


Metaphor to bid hum , Leye et hithc lebrum; | 


V 


FisHurs8 OF MEN. 1 
Pt ad excellentiam diuinarum-rerum per corporalia | 
homines attollat(ſaith *S. Hilary )that ſo he way * H71.1.6.de 
raiſe ourgroucling and earth-creeping affe- 77 
; ions toan higher lewll , and weane them 
4 -- fromcorporall and temporall things to the 
1 conſideration of things ſpirituall. 
No ſooner had the woman of Samaria gi- 
uen him his 0. by talking with him of mate- 
rial ater,*l0.4. but he preſently takes _— * 10.4.0. 
on to tell her of hs word, that it is the ſtro 
eſt Aqua Vit, able to reuiueaſoule deadir in 
_ finne. 
And 4 Þ.6. when the Cepernaits follow * 10.6.7. 
him for loaves and fiſhes, he willes them, not to 
XF8E  - labour for the meatthat periſheth-, but for themeat 
that endureth to euerlaiting life. 
Conſonant hereunto is that ancient cu- 
ſtome (which albeit this refined age of ours 
haue branded with a note of Superſtition, 
et hath nothing (for ought I know ) but 
[audable ab" A to diſcommendit)when 
alight for betare vs inthe darke, asit were 
with a Swſum corda , to ere the harts and 
Y/” -_mindesotfuch asarepreſent, with, God fend 
. B 3 Vs 


Se FISHERMEN, 
ros thelightin heauen, 
"-'Andiurely,if s 5-o5 5 %, that whichmay 
be knowen of God the Creator, doth ſhine 
in theſe his inferiour creatures: and if; jogro 
theſe things which may beſeene, doe lead 
& hand vs onto thole = inuiliole things 
of God, *Ro.1.No queſtion but this rearing 
and mounting of our thoughts fromearth 
to heauen, is athing not lawtull onely, bur 
withallſo expedient, that negle@ itwe can- 
not; but we. muſt be iniurious to God, his 
creatures, and our ſelues. God himſelfe is diſho- 
noured, it his creatures be neglected ; his crea- 
tures arencglefted, if we receiue no inſtru- 
&Gion from them: And what inſtruction can 
=, werecciue from them, if wee onely plod and 
'pore yponthis great booke ofnature , and ne- 
uer tranſlate it into the booke of grace ?. 
Therefore dothour Sauiour inthis place 
reach vs to alienate ourthoughts fromearth 
to heauen, from things temporall to things 
ſpiricuall, by conuernng the painesand ſtu- 
dies oftheſe lilly fiſhermen from the catchin 


, of fiſh,to the catching of men. They muſt ſtill, v'Þ 


aſh 


CE "O17 or MzN Y9© 
fiſh, but itmuſt be Quid pro quo;; One: for a- 
nqther : Men for Fiſh. Not: changing their 
perſon, buttheir office: not their mduftrie, but 
their profe/Kon : not their appellation, butonely 
their vocation: 
I willmake you fiſhers of men. 

Not a Metaphor thorowour the wholeyo- 
lume of Gods booke, . thatmorewillingly 
dilates and ſpreads 1t ſelte into an allegory. 

1 For firit, Piſcatores, ApoFtoli : The Apo- 
ſtles and their Succeſſours the faithfull: Mis 
niſters of Chriſt, are called Fjſhers, in refe- 
rence to the Firituall fiſh, wiuch they catch: | | 
in Greek f 4x; ,cither w * 235, of the ſea of Woes. F: 
this world whereintheyfiſh:: or w ndxinn Þ © 


' -.. ofcatching,,. becauſe-they labour to catch 


men, and with the draw-net of Gods Word to 
draw them 5$ by the cares, 4 culo, from 
the ſea of this world ,*Ad /eculaſeculorum, to 
the ſhore ofa;better hte, cucn the land of the , 4 
lug, that (as ®S, Chry/oſtome ſpeakes, bom. 7. Me 
oper. imperf. ). being thither tranſlated, there they imperf. 


5 Ro.10.17 


may line «5 members incorponate: into the' body of ar 
Chriſt : & thatthey may be | Digni quim mensa Andr. 
B 


4 Dominica 


*Ier-16.16 


| Fzech. 


47+ 10, 


® Onid, 


"FISHERMEN, 


| Daninipdnony': (ith 8. Boren) fi tobe , 


ſcrued in at the boids Table. 

Theſe be the fiſhers mentioned * Ter. 16. 
Mittam piſcatores multos, & piſcabuntux eos, "= 
God by his Prophet; I wil ſend among them 
many fiſhers,and they ſhall iſh them. And 
theſe the fiſhers ſpoken of ' Ezech. 47. 
where the Prophet ſawin a viſion theirmets 
ſtretched out from Engaddi to Engallim, from the 
one end of the Maremortuum of this world, 
to the other end of the ſame. 

2” Piſces , homines. The fiſhes are. here 
ſpecified to be men; Land-fith,not Sea-fiſh. 
Itis fabled by ® the Poet, that Bacchus began 


Meonl.z. his Empire with the tranſmutation of mariners 


F. 8. 


into fiſhes : So doth Chriſtthe true Bacchus,Bis - * 


genitus ( God of the ſubſtance of his father 
begotten before; the world, and man of the 
fubſtance of his mother borne in the world) 


begin his kingdome,cuen the bong dome of bus Go- 


ſpel, with the metamorphiſing © Fas | nk 
yer doth he not either tranſubſtantiate 


into fiſhes, like thoſe marmers : no > them 
into the belle of a þſh , like Ionas : or, make 


them 


ed Freutns OF MuN, © 9 
thetii fjþ the one halfe, fleſh the, other, 
like Myrmaides 1 | ; 
- 0 - ® ot turpiter atrum " Herat. 
g  Definat in piſcem Milier formoſa ſupernd: = 
But herein wil he haue them to ſymbolize 
with fiſhes ,., that as fiſhes are caught lineis 
textis,witha net of twiſted lines:ſo muſt they 
be caught lmets ex Scripturacontextis, with the 
net of Gods word made of lines taken out 
of the text of Scripture. 
* -., Frucis that of theſe ſpirituall fiſhes, which 
* Philoxenus in® Plutarch (Epicure as hee was!) * Plutarch. 
ſpake in aſenſuall ſenſe ; Ex piſcibus qui non ſunt 4 «64.port- 
piſces, ſuauiſitmi: Thele which fndeed are no 
f\h, but men, arethe beſt, the ſweeteit, 
_ the moſt pretious kinde of an of 
The ſemblances wherein menAccord with 
fiſh are diuerſe. I will name but ſome few of 
many. 
1 'Our Sautour ? Luc. 9. fo miracu-* Luc.g.16. 
louſly bleſſed the two fiſhes wherewith hee 
fed the many, that by virtue of that bleſSmng 
they were exceedinglic multiplied. So did 
God at the beginning in that muracle of minu- 
cles 


T0 + | FrsnnRMEN, 
cles(the creation of theworld))ſo blefl Ada wx 
Eue (the 2. firſt ſhes (with a Creſcite ex-mul- 
' Gen.1:28 r;plicamini, increaſe and multiply 4Gen. 1.that 
erc long the bleſSing of Iacob El vpon them 
* Gen-48. » Gen.48.they grew as fiſh-mto amultitude, cuen 
wa into 4TÞorld ot men and women. 

2 Againe : As fiſh muſt ſwimme thrice; 
namely, in water, in oneger, and in me: SO 
muſt cuery Chriſtianman: Firſt,in the water of 
Baptiſme,wherby we are Nati & Jnitiati,born 

| & initiatedinto the Churchof Chritt, as we * 
$1 *Tertwl.l. are raughtby ©Tertwlianlib.de Baptif. Then- * 
ae Bapt/n: 1 the Vineger of ſharpe perſecution, whereofour 
* Matt- 27. Sautour dranke deepe at his paſsion, * Mate. 
Wm 27. And laſtly, in the wine of the Euchariſt, 
- Zach. 9. which is ® Vim germinans irgines, the wine 
=e of virginity, Zach.g. | 
{8 3 As fiſhestaken out of their element , by 
oy * Chrz/eft. and by die : ſo * without the pure element of 
= | bem. I Ad Gods word, (the water of life )to refrigerate and 
pop. Antioch ns ; 
| Trtul.1.de coole thelanguiſhing ſoule, wedie, and are 
| Baptiſm. extinct, and give vpthe (holie) Ghoſt. 
| 4 As brine keepes fiſh from putrefattion : 
ſo the brackiſh, and brmiſh waters of repentance, 
| our 
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(our penitent teares) are: Animepro ſale, to the 
ſoule in ſtead of falr, to keepe it from the 
corruption and tainture of, ſin. 

5 As thoſe fiſhes. onely were reputed = 
cleane , Qui pinnulas & ſquamas habent , w 
haue finnes & ſcales,* Deut. 14. So are thoſe * Deut. 14: 
men only cleaze inthe ſight of God \ Quiſqua-®" 
mas &> loricam babent patientie , &* pinnulas his 
laritatis ( faith ? $. Bernard ) who have the | Bones 
ſcales and coat-armour of patience,and the y; 5. go 
finnes of 1oy and cheerfulneſle to ſpring vp 
to God-ward. 

6 Asthere are i8s ixvood4y: , fiſhes that cat 
vp fiſhes ; the greater theleſle, 


"oo pdrep©- « ale Y Oppian. FA 
Aedivrur” EUAVEITEPES. &wdl emvingna G- 2. 4M dts 
Iloruly dv : (7 &- d' ith mores ihilhus. 
So there are alſo on atonedr ; Men that 
cat yp men :an vnchriſtian kind of ( anibals, 
eating Up Gods people as a man Would eat bread, as 
itis* P/al.14. Andit is the complaint of the * Pſal. 14.8. 
Pro phet > Abacuc,c. 1. Facts homines quaſipiſces > abac. s. 
maris: Thou ( O God) makeſt men as the 14- 
fiſhes of the ſea , feeding and praying one 
vpon another. 
C 2 - As 
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. '7-As fifhes Twdunrtne fluckibus , © non de- 

« Heymo, ficiunt (faith © Haymo) are fouſed with the -. 
þ ſaltand bitter waues,, and yet ſinke not : fo 
are thegadly;billow-beaten with perſecuti- 
: 74.1.5, 008and yer faintaot. Fogthis (faith *S. Hh, 
de Trent. layy |, 57.de Trinit.) is the prerogative of Gods 
Church : Whileit: perſecuted , it flouriſheth : 
While oppreſſed; it mcneaſeth : While contenmed , it 
profpereth : While aſſaulted , it vanquſheth: While 
tried,it Tnder/tandeth-: nay,though almoit conques 

ned, fall ie withſtandeth.. | | 
, And laſtly, as fiſhes when they are 
wounded, haue recoutſe to the Terch:, the 
Phy/atia of fiſhes,wehom ifthey do but touch, 
they arc healed : So muſtwee when wee are 
Wounded With ſin, repaire to our Sauior Chriſt 
the true tench, the Phyſitian of Kings,and Kine 
of Phyſitians, whom it we doe buttouch Tas 
au fider,with the touch ottrue faith, we ſhall 
bee Whole : as the Woman With the bloody iſſue, 


| ' * Lue.8.44 © Lac. 8. toucht but the hem of his garment 


onely, and am 71 Whole as a fiſh. 
' Auguſt.de Iris therefore well and! wittily obferued 
ciait. 4.18.6: by the ancient (as is noted byS, Auſtin, de 


* | Gait. 
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anid by 6:Torralli lhe ie TIP! 


ptiſm.) charthe? mitiall letters of ino%; 2gh6& ua ge 4f Baptiſen. 


wy :(Icfus Chriſt the Sonof God our Saui- 
or) make yp the-Greeke word gd, which fſig- 
npifethafiſh. And ye (hall finde;* Jolur rg. * 
that at his paſsion hee was opened mthe jade , 
like a fifh. And the Authour of the Sermons de 
Santis, ynders. Auſtins name,compares him 
to Tobits fiſh, ( uinsi 1ecare per paſSionem aſſato \fus 
gatusgſt Diabolns: Whole liuer being broiled 
at his paſsio ype the fiery coales ot hisloue, 
did-ſcare anddriue awaythe vnclean ſpirit. 
Intheſe,andthe like reſpes,aremen ve- 
ry ſemblable vato fiſhes. Andyet, thus 4: 5 


rence] find between them, thatwheras 


fifhes,are taken, its death tothe; whenmen 
are taken,its life tothem.For khesate taken 
that they may be deuoured by the tawes of 
men; but men are taken thatthey may bee 
dino from the 1awes of hell. 

3 | Maxe, ſeculum. The Sea, wherein en 6 
fiſh; is tho-world*'Maremagnum @: 


awideand wilde Sea', as Danid calls 1t* Pal — 


504. Or "_ John termes it, Apoc. 4. Mare, 
| C 3 rottreum : 
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cvitreum: A Seca of glafſe;;/aSca, for tempe» - 
ſtuouſneſſe ; and a Sea of ylaſſe, tor brittleneſſe. 
Inthe time of Noah,that preacher of righteouſ- 
neſſe, then was it true withouta metaphor, 
thatall the World was nothing elſe but a 
Sea,or deluge,whenthe waters had ouerſpred 
1Gen.7.18. the whole ſurface of the carth: 'Gen.7. 

” Ouid. ® Omnia Pontus erant deerant quog, litora Ponto. 
” Itwasthen a materiall, now a myſticall fea, 
wherein are many conflifts of croſſe-Wndes, 
and waters ; tide againſt wnd,and wmdagain(t 
tide, and both againſt fiſhers , the Preachers of 
righteouſneſs. 

A Sea, wherein the Dinell, that huge Leuias 

* ob 41.7. than, of whom itis ſaid * Þob 41. that Squama 
ſquame coniungitur , &+ ſpiraculum non eſt in eis ; 

His ſcales are ſo cloſe compacted together, 

thatno winde can come between them, not 

* Plal.04: onely plaies and takes hus paſtime, (*Þ/al. 104.) 
” but his paſtime 15, to ſpoile the riuer, and to ſucke 

?ob 40.18 op Jordan mto his month, ? Job 40. And a Sea, 
PR. wherein ( as iS. Chry/oſtome notes) Homines 
iwperf. © non ambulant, ſedferuntur,quia Diabolus cum deles 

_ Fatione compeliit eos m mala ; Men walke nor, 
but 


3% 4 
” 


'Firenmns or Man 8 mux 
but are carried with the ſtreame , while the 
Diuelcarriesthe headlong into fin: whence 
itis, that many make ſhipwracke of faith and a 
good conſcience :* 1./Tim.1.and then what mar-* ,, Tim. ;. 
uellif they bedrowned in perditionand deftruiis 19 —= 
on ?'1.Tim.6.Butmoſtofvs (beatthe wanes *-T-6.9 
neuer ſo little) Lord ! how ſoone are'we ſea- 
ficke? Searle able with the Diſeiples,* Matth;8.. Mate: 8. 
when their ſhip was endangered;to ſob out * * 
ſo much as a ſhort diſfiointed eiaculation; 

Lord, ſaue vs, we periſh. 

14 Cymba', oocatio. The fiſher-boat isthe 
proteſsionor calling of the Miniſter, which 
howſocuer heere in this world itbe like the 

ſhip 4rgos ; Militans (inter flufkus, daily and 

hourely expoſedto the ſore and bitter tem- 

pelts of perſecution, hatred, exile, deathit 

ſelte : yet heereafter it ſhall be like the ſame 
. ſhip, Diterfydera triumphans, as the itars in the 
firmament, ſhining for euer and cuer. Dan, *Dan-12.3 
I2. | 

5 Rete, Terbum. The Net is not any ma- 
teriall Net, like thatin *Suidas, which one *Swide. 
caſt over another while they were in ſingle 
7 combate 


I - FrorHATKET—— 
combatetogether,8 when hehad cnſnared 
him in his net;flew him.Nor ſuch a phanta- 
ſtical, imaginary Net, as is Puygatory ; which 

peg Pere *Sargedin cals AmpliſSimum rete ad c ani- 
mas; A molt ſpacious Netto intangle fouls: 
!Mich.7.2. Nor ſuch a bloody ſpiritual Net, as/the Prophet 

Miah ſpeakes of c, 7. All lie in wait for blo Hed: 
every man bunteth his brother with a net. Bur it 1s 
Sagena, that ſweepe-net , which our Sauiour 
brought downe from heauen, cuen the glo- 
rIOUs Goſpel of Icſus Chriſt, catching whole 
nations at a draught: that Ne,whetin men, 
who are 5 wams, / in the darkeſome holes 
of ignorance,8 muddy cares of this world, 
are drag dand drawen out to the light of 
truth , and loue of ſupernall things. 

" Ber, Ser. Or(as'* S. Bone hath it ) Noſe eccleſia 
oh 5. ft: og the Churchof Go Que lis 
' £et homines certis legibus C7: ceremonys retineat ; 
which though it keepe mea vnder'certaine 
lawes and ceremonies, yet it ſo keeps them 
ynder , thatit alſo ſecuresthem from bein 
frllraiat vp of other mighty ſea-moſters, 
ſuch as are heretikes and (Alifnatikes, 


6 Nauclerus 


| Fisnunxs* Of Mu. T7 

--* 6" Nuntlerus, Clerns: 'Fhe' guide or Pilot of 
this fiſh-boate is the Clergie , or rather Chriſt 
himfelfe, the high-Prieſt ot our high-calling, 
whoſits atthe fterne , and gaides borh the 
boatand boat-men. Hee is the head-ftſher, 
weebur -onder-fiſhers. All our ſufficiency is of 

bens; * 2: Cor. 2: And without lim wee may * 2.Cor.e.6 
labour all night , andyet catch not fo muchas 

an cie of fiſh, * Luc. 5. Luc. x. 5. 
; | Wee muſt notthen ſacrifice toour ownenet, 

or burne incenſe to our owne yarne , as they did 

© Abac. 1.asif we could haue any great catch 'Abac-1.16 

of our ſelues , but wee muſt ſay with Peter, 

4 Luc.5. In verbo tuo laxabo rete : Atthy word'* Luc. 5.5. 


| .- (SChniſt)I willlerdownethe net,and then 


ſhall wee catch fiſh more than our net can 
hold. 
7 Laſtly, Colleftores, Angeli, The net re- 
cciues fiſh of both ſorts, bad afwelas good, 
©Matth. x3. Allis fiſh that comes to net: but _—— 
et more comes to the net,than goes tothe 
marker. For the Angels ar the conſummarti- 
on andend of the World ſhaltgather rhe 
good þ vaſa caleſtium manſionyn, into the _ 
D {els 


| "F.r$3 mz, | | | 
ſels'of heagenly, manſions :. Malrablnd tore Li 
rendas C3; exiccandos fuſcipiet : - 
' Rebar. in Butiths bad(fairh * Faber) {hall forcuer-be 
Marth 13. Fnpdhaud dried that -neutx-cading 
af hell fire. ({1 ,: -- 
\.Andfol come fromthe Metaphor, 1 to "i 
Matter 61 clieyiachiding(as] told: you) thre 
remarkable points: - 
: Theficſt, isthe height and dignity of the 
Apoſtles calling.. They;arefiſhers, andthar 
of men, the nob eſt kinde ot fiſh. 
' 2 Their paines and diligence. They are fi- 
ſhers, and that of men, the wildeſt Linde of 
RO | 
3 Their wiſedome anddiſcretion. They ar are 'Þ .- 
fiſhers, and thatof men, the wilicſt kinde of 
fiſh, too-cunning to bee caught, ynleſie the 
bait be welltempered. 
I ſhall now ſpeak only ofthe firſt, which 
2 Fernard, 1s their Dignity, True itis,that(as 8 S. Bernard 
notes )Nemorepente fit ſummus: Its more than 
a ſtep from the Jowelt to the higheſt. And 
Aſcendendo, non oolando So ſummitas 
fſeale ; Its climing , not flying, that brings a 


man 


s amrachetop of lie lai And yet bb 


aftrauge and 'fuddes hhmaticns 

» mu! into thei "pm of« ; Thelſt became 
|"Daſe bebgarly, and dub picable was their 
former tradeof fiſhing: Butheere our Saui- 


our comes, as? Luc. 14; with 4mice, aſcende -uc-14-10 
ſuperius: Friendz(it) vp. higher ;and now muſt 


they hauc; worſhip\ in the: preſence of all 
that are with ew? For high and honora- 
ble is the vocation Ir. they are now 
called. They are Þ;ſcatores hominum : Fiſhers 
of men. 

\ Whichtitle heere giuenthem by our Sa- 
uiour Chriſt, declares the manifold dignity of 


© his Miniſters: 


1 Quoad Authorem. In regard of the ats 
boys That their profeſsion is not Þmentum 
G— an humane inuention ; but I:ſtity» 
tum ditinum, a diuine inſtitution; haves licen- 
d&d ynder the broad ſeale of heanen and 
authoriſed with a Fieri faciam: ſuch yee ſhall 
be, becauſe ſuch 1Iwi/l make youto be. 

'- Needs'muſt that bea thrice-noble office, 
D 2 which 


of heauen (the bleſſed Trinity) and-enatted 
in that higheſt Court of Parliamemt.  - 
For the firſt Preacher that euer was, was 
Gedthe Father, when he preached han! fweert 
and comfortable Goſpellio Paradiſe, Semar 
muberts, The ſced of the woman ſhall break 
: Gen.3-15 the head of the Serpent, * Gen. 3. 
And our Sawow Chriſt, did notonly giue 
to his Church /ome to be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
- Eph.4-11 ſome Euangehiſts, ſome Paſtors and Dottors,*Eph, 
4. but was himſclte alſo anomted-with the ſpirit 
of the Lord , and appointed to preach the GoFpell to 
 Efa.61. 1. the pore," Ela. 61. And becauſeas hee ſent 
his Apoſtles , ſo was himſelfe alſo ſent of 
the father, therefore doth hee participate 
with his Apoſtles in name, and is called 
Aninx@, The Apoſtle and high-Prieſt of our profeſs 
” Heb. 3. 1. fron,” Feb. 3. 
* 2.Pct. 1.  And®S. Petertels ys þ.2.c.1. thatthe ho- 
_ ly men of God ſpakeas they were mooued 
by the holy Ghoſt. And notonly ſo, but that 
they alſo deriued their authority fromthe: 
ſame ſpirit. Looke well to theflock,wherof 
the 


" whichis enobledby þ-15 ity hal | 


'Frentas Os: [zN. 
the hobiChoſt bath made you oner-feers,* Ae. 20. "AQ. 39. 
1.72 Rho Authoritatem,” In regard of theit ** 
anchor which is not Imperinm in belluas, but 
in homines , the rule and. guidance not of 
raficibermde: For therfore ate they lan, 
calledof God ; rhat they may bee *$#m,, 
comforters of men : being Ale columb& arar- 
gentate,as the Prophet Daud cals them,*Tfat, * Plal.67. 
67% the fer wings of that\inriocerit'Douc 't 
te holy Ghoſt, the true Comforter. And 
they are 'Ammer, es'( by interpretati- 
yo Aa ſent from og A ER Snovna, 
their Epiſles”, z of lerreys of commendation ſent 
backeagaineto God: 42.Cor.z, 32.Cor.3.2 
None mightcome to Priedope, bur by her | 


1  maides: rieneto'Pherao; butby Tyeph':' No 


more can any-corne to God , but y his Mi- - 

niſters. For /aluationcomes by faith : faith by heg- 

ring: hearing bythe word of God:&- hedye rhe Þv1d 

We eaniHot Tithout 'a Preacher: * RoM.10 ' ** Rom, 10. 
No title of ſogeraignty thar the earth af- 4 

footds; but the Seripture affoords i irthem. 
Forwhche NY of at's RK Tees 

niedted ynte-all;"tizen vnits'the witked 47 

D 3 well 
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+1 welasthe godly; (Cauete ab hominibus;Beware 
*Mart.19-: of men, fairhgur Saviour, Matth.oz 10. that 
"= is, of cruell and wicked men) the Miniſters 
of Chriſt are by ſpeciall prerogatiue called, 

* 1: Tim.6. Fiomines Dei; The men of God: "1: Tam. 6. 
T In the watch-tower of Gods ( hurch they are 
= AR.20. not anly ami ſferrgoutialnems, ouer yep Pulls 

29+) 

TRIED Ie of; God: (uh, they ate vor 

* 1. Pet. 1, «only Patres, Fathers,* begetting vs with the 
23. 1mmortall /eed of the word, but they are alſo 
« x.Pet.2.2, Nutrith, Cd i x. feeding vs with 
the. ſincere milke of the words: 1 I. Pete $5% 2:5! 

| In the kingdom of Gods Church, his arenot 

7 AR. 16. only, we, Sirs, or Lords: 7. 48. 16, but they 
30. arc allo. Pronci « ; Gods #icars, or Yce-roys, 
heere on car For of them doth S. Auſtin 

» Plal, 44 expound ak words,* Pal. 44- Conſlitues eos 
18. Pronc .omnem- terram :\ Thou ſhalt ſer 

4p need axleragy Daly Princes, for their 
nobility, becauſe they are begotten and born 

% Gad. Princes , for theirriches » becauſe 


=Ivs ISAT wich, all ſpicituall graces: 
Princes , for their. puver;; becauſe-they 


haue 


E$Hzas or Mun: 27 
have the power ofthe keies6f thekingdom 
otheaucn. 9 0 WO DDE BRURIC 

Nay, asif the earth had not titles high e- 

nough, the Scripture goeth as high as hea- 
| ventor titles for them. For they are Cali, + 
thoſe heauens that declare theglory of God 
* P/al.19. God dwelleth inthens, ſpeaketh 'Plal.r9.1. 
in them, ſhineth in them,as in the heauens. 

They are Angel; Domini exercituum, Angels 
ofthe Lord of Hoſts, > Malach. 2. So called * Malach. 
(faith © S.Gregory) Vt dignitatem ſeruent innomis «&,.. im 
ne, quamexplent in operatione : that they might Hearth. 
retaine that dignity m name, whereunto by 
office they are cntitled. 

? Laſtly, They are Dy terre, thoſe Godsof 
the nd 4 Ferus expounds the place)ſpo- © Ferwin 
ken of © P/al. 46. Dy terra vehementer eleuati 5 6 _— 
ſunt: The Godsof the Earth (to wit, the A- * Pal. 46. 
poktles) are highly exalted by their mira-* ; eo 4 
cles, but aboueall, by that greateſt miracle, | 
the conuerfion of the world. 

3 Quoad Materiam. Inregard of the mat- 
ter they intreat of ; The —__ of God: the my» 
fteries of faith : the glad tidings of ſaluation : 
D 4 The 
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The Gofptl of the kingdame : The-ward: of re» 
conciliation: the word of grace: and (in aword) 
The wordof God, .  ' | 
This is that Magna cherta, Gods great chars 
ter, by which we hold our ſaluation: and a- 
aine, Magna charta, a molt ſure card , to faile 
p , | thorow the raging ſurges of this 
troubleſome world. rt 
This that Fauus mellis, that hony-combe, 
which when Ionath2 had taſted, his cies were 


*;.Sam.14- Ulightned,* 1.Sam. 14. 


This that Pants ſubcinericius ex hordeo , that 


$ Iud.7.13: barley loafe, 8 id. 7. which in the time of 


Gedeon, wentrolling about, & deſcended to 
the camps of the Midianites, & when it came 
toany Tabernacle of theirs,did ſtrike it,and 
ouerturne it, andecuenit with the ground. 

Thus that Manna, that cibus bidui, that two 


Exod. 36. daies food,” Exod.16.teeding ourſouls both 


for this life, and that whichis to came. 


+Car..17 Andthis that Theſaurus pretioſus, * 2.(0r.4- 


though brought vato-ys in carthen veſſels, 
7et a treaſure, yeaand thata moſt pretious 


realure. 
4 Quoad 


Fr enomss: On: Men. | 


uoad depo rr” — "wg" of the 
> fo incruſted): — 
the m—_ (hrifi: the flacke of Chriſt th 
dy of Chrift: the ſpouſe of (rift : the purchaſe nd 
price of the blood of ( briſt : the mother, brethren, 
and feſters of Chriſt: A choſen ome © an holy nati- 
01 :aroyall Priefthood. The cryief God: the Fel: 
bw-Citizens With the Saints :| the bexres of God, 
and Larry with-( briſh.. 
Ernem. Inrcgard ofthe frait and 


df ing, whichis Lucnon animaram,; 


the conmerting and gaming of foules yato God, 
Queſtus multo oberrimus': the greateſt game a 
the: wes 

Piſcaurur,. vt bemines adipiſcantar. Their fi- 


R | ſhing1 15, OC ought ra be, only for.mens Lay, 
the:/copeand end of rheir preaching, muſt be, 


not. Aonorun Þiſcatura, afilhung for honour, 


which * Tully 1n his Academickscals, Edontores:* Cicer. in 


adhamare,hooking tor honours: Nor (aptura 


zeburne, oeiueT drip: Money, money 15 theman;faub 


VPmdars: ; and-moſt mcn-come withtheir,? Pinder 


E prrſe-nets 


peevniarum, t thetaking of money (which-4n- on ys 


deed is the Mai that moſt menifith: for:);:13- 


14- 


*Exod.7. 
18. 


#1 v4. Ho- 
mer. 


* Mudd; menin® Herodotus 


& + ER M Las + 
5 to filhforthis man : But their end 
= beonly:(aptura bominuon, the taking of 


= 2.Cor, x2 men zandrheiwr ſmeerity ſuch as S. Pauls, ® 2. 


Cor. 12.4-8 ps, dv tjids: I ſeeke.not yours , but 


It then Dininity haue ſo noble an end, as 
is thelauing of man the nobleſt creature, 
well may itbe-called NobiliſSrma ſeientiarum, 
the nobleit ſcience; and as well doth it de- 
ſerueto be Surntia nobilimaruan, the {cience 
ot the nobleft.. - -: 

Compareit with'gther hs and tha 
arc to it but as the roddes' of the Magicians to 
the rod of Aaron; The rod of Aarondeuoures 
thenvall: * Exod;7. The molt they can doe, 
is but onelywith Mofes to bring the . ]raelites 
out of the darkſome- Zeypt ot ignorance. 
None butrhis our faſuah, our ſaring knowledge 


* "of Dinwity'y. caiv bring them 1 intothe land of 


pales” 1/7 «21 
Strange! is the riddle ,wherwith thefiſher- 
poſed. Homer : . Que: 'C eþis 
mus, #elrmuimas : que non cepimus , uobiſcun pore 
- Tanns-: pron which-we tooke,welctt behund 


vs: 


1 


| 


 __ F.jS$HuRS OF MEN, O39" 
vs: that which we tooke nor, we carry with 
vs. More ſtrange, and yer quite contrarie,tis 
the riddle of our ſaluation , propounded' vmro * 
vs by S. Paul, a ſpiritual fiſherman',' ? 1. Cor. 1. '1.Cor.1. 
Per ſtultitiam pradicationis ſalus credentiunt: Thee *** 
ſaung of belecuers by the fooliſhneſle of 
Preachung JW PETS [LEE 
Si caperis, Tvitam (mrabile) libey adibis + 
Non captus gigide' ins patierenetis.” « '* 
Ifthou be caught, thou liveſt :if loſt; thou dieſt.. 
.. | Butcharwhich-yet morecomrnends the 
fruit and end of their calling, is the Latitude and 
extent thereof. They are Piſcatores homimun, 
| Fiſhers, not of ſome , but indifferently of all men. 
| For howſocucrmans Law, be-but Tela aranee, 
as the ſpiders web,wherin thelefſer flies are 
caught, but the greater breake thorow : yet 
Gods Law is a Net, which catcheth all abke: e- 
uen Rete Pulcanium , like Vulcans iron net, 
binding Princes with chames , and Nobles with 
linkes ow 1P/al. 1 49: | 'Plal. 2494 
: No diſtinction ot ſexe; but male, aſwell as - 
female : nor of nation, burly, a/well as Gentile: 
nor of deyree, but Prince, afwell as ptople: nor of 
E 


2 condition, 


" 1.Cor.15. 
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anion, burtorl feel «s free; nor of aze;but 
old,a/wells5 youg, All are fiſh for this net;be- 

cauſe all are men. 
: hathaugh hoy bo byn.cqa but equmocall men? 
meninzarenly,not innature?wharthough 
beaſts betions of men, ſuch as S$. Paul 
tought with at Epheſus, *1.Cor.15. Nay, what 
chough';Niel Atamate, 11 the likenedle of 
men, ſuch-as were Peter that denied, and Iu- 
das that bettaied:lis Maſter ? Theſe mult al- 
G6 be filhtfer; that ob equizacalimen,of beaſts, 
of Diels, they: may become tex. 
Euery yeſterdaies Sypbifter can tell you, that 
A man is Aninalndtionale nortale bipes; A realo. 
pable, a moxtall,a rwo-tootcd creature. Yer 
ſometorgetthatthey arc Reaſonable : Orhers 
that they ate Move. Others, that they are 
290-foxel Alahoſe muitbefitht for ws. they 
may become ler, Theythat forgerthem- 
bh tobe Reaſonable,are Toluptuons and cars 


; nall men, led only by the jenſuall part of the 
' (oule, which.4s:common to vs. with beaſts : 


not by regfom which doth diſtioguiſh vs tro 
beats. RATS cs flhtfor, chattheir 


OR AOY E reaſon 


reaſon may be rectified. 


theirthoughts may be mortified. 


man. They haye not ave foot 


des, many-tooted, as 


E 3 
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They = forget hetkbos bet OY» 
tall, are conetous men, who: (it 'S, Fieromes rule *Hicrongme. 
be true, that Foal contewnit onmia , qui;fe jem- | 
per cogitat moriturum:He wil cabily be brought 
to contemae all moctall things, who will 
but conſider his owne mortality) do heere- 
by manifcit ynto the world, that they think 
not theraſejues mortall, , becauſe they will 
part withnothing ; Nay, as it. they wete al- 
rcady immortal}; theywill notallow then 
ſelues meat for the mainteinaceof this mor- 
tall lite. Theſe nwilt alſo bee fifht for, that 


T, - Laftly, they hon forgetthemſclues to be 
two-footed , arciuch as care neither for God, nor 


their ale- 


ion carryingthem towartls (God:, another 
rowards their neighbour: but they are (us 
drupedes, foure-footed, ashor/e _ mule :. and 


filecand ſpiders, 


that1s,as*the Son of Sirec termes the harlot; * Ec. g.3. 
c. 9. Aultiwol/, of many wils and affeions; 
oy neuer a good. Theſe mult allo be fiſhe 


for, 


30 . "Fi$nuRMEN, 

for, that their affeions may bee qualified: 
- Theſe, & the like tothele,are the fiſh that 
wee mult fiſh for : and how well wee haue 
fiſhefor them, wemult one day giue anac- 
count. For artthat great and generall market- 
day of ſoules (the dayot iudgement.) then 
ſhallthe Lord fay to thoſe thar are preachers, 


* Toan.21. as he ſaid ro thoſe fiſhers," Io. 21. Venite nunc, 
12. 


e& prandete,Come,and dine. And whenthey 
ſhall anſwer , Wherwith Lord? Then ſhall he 
ſay vato them as 'vntothole fiſhers; i Aferte 
de pifcibus,quos prendidſts: Bring hither otthe 
fiſhes that ye hauecaught. O Lord! What 
ſhall then become ot ſuch aPreacher as ſhall 
be faine to ſay ; Lord,l neuer faſhe tor foules * 
My fiſhing hath becne onely for greatplace, 
tor preferment , tor money, for tame, tor 
friendſhip,and the like:But asformenLlnc- 
ther caught, nor fithrt for any. 

6, Andlaitly, Quoad Premmm. ln regard 
of the remuneration. or reward of their = 


- Whuch office,as in my text it ſelfe may ſeeme 


to be a rewardofa precedent worke, becauſe 
our Sauiour promilerh , if. rhey will follow 


%s 


1 


YEU 


Fienexs Or MIN. Fr. 
him, of fiſhermen, to make them fiſhers of men, 
(and needs muſt that be a labour worth the 
labour,which-is promiſed as a reward of la- 
bour)ſo to ſhew, thatthey haue morethau 
their labour tor their paines ,\the Scripture 
tells vs, that they that-conuert-many vato 
righteouſneſſe, Fulgebunt quaſiſtelle,{hal ſhine 
as the ſtarres tor euer and-ever, *Dan.12, - * Pan12.3 
 Andthe tweluc 4poſtle; thall fit vpon-the 
12 thrones, and iudge the 12 tribes of Iſrael, 
* Matth. 19. Numſedebunt'? \Nhat?:ſhall' they "2 19. 
ſit mdeed(fantyTheophylatZ) No:but by'thert ' 74.,649, 
ſuting is ſignified the excellency. of their ho- #4. 
nour. Now enim creature &ft ſedere , ſed ſanie 


T. Tywittdtis:: creature autem tanquam ancillzeft ſta- 


re:: For it 1s-not tor the creature to-fit , but 
for the holy Trinity. As for the creature, 
it well beſeemeth irto ſtand hike a hadmaid, 


faith the ſame *® TheophylafF m Luc.22; - - | * Theophyt. 


1m Lac, 22. 


And againce, when it is ſaid in theſame _ 


place, thatthe .Hpoſtles ſhall eat, and drinke 
with Chriſdiohis kingdome ; Whar? (faith 
hee ) ſhall they catauddriake:with him in6 
deed No, this1s but a metaphor borrowed 
| E & from. 


/ 


= FiS$HBRMEN, 

fram thoſe that are wont to: be graced. and 
hanoured by Princes. Nam qui-crmmregibus ce» 
nant, Videntur primos honores fortiri : For, to be 
admitted -to lup with a King ,, why its the 
greateſt honour that can. bee,done a man. 
So that, this isit that Chriſt would: fignific, 
when hoſauh that his Apoſtles ſhall fic,. and 


eat and drinke with himnia- his kingdom; thathe 


valucs & prefers then beforcallthewarld 
hefides. | 
WhatthemIs rhis all the reward.of Gods 
Munifters(thougbyut itwere,they bad cauſe 
enqugh whereot'to retoice), But haue they 
onely a plentiful reward in beauen, and is their 
reward none at all heere on earth 2 What > 
Muſt they ſerue atthe Altar,and yetnot liue 
by the Altar? Muſt they neicher hauc Partem 
guetam, atenthi.part,. noryet Alquatam, any 
part at aof theincreaſcof their flocke?: 
Such indeed ( for the moſt part ); isBur 
now-adaics religion. The maintcinance of 
the Muniter.is held but a: matter arbitrary, 
and the patment of tithes only: a ceremome 
determined: and: eaded together with the 


ceremoniall 


l - 
, g* ; 


FiSHERS Os MEN. 


that Abraham before the Law paid *Melchiſedech 


the Prieſtofthe moſt high God,*Ge.14:)though *Gen.14. 


itranalong with the'ceremoniall Law of Moſes, * % 
yet was it notdeterminable with that Law, no 
morethanwas the Decalogue. att, 

Yet amonſteritiis to ſee, howthe ſheep (ſhall 
I fay,or goats?)rebell againſt their fhepheard: as if 
he that teedes rhe flocke were not worthy to be 
fed with the milke of the flocke': and fleece hee 
ſhal haue none; butthatprouerbial wool,Lanam 


( eprinan , goats wooll : thatis '(bytheir good 
m_ | T1 f 


ill) none at all.' ' - 


. . 1 » 1» Ftpiſcatoren piſcis amare potes 2 Martial. 


Icgreeuesthefiſh, thatthe fiſherman (be he © 
neuer fo painful) (hould-make a'poore' livin 
bythem. Doubtleſlehiswas neuer Gods wind, 
Hewould notthathis Priefts ſhou{dwaintinthe | 


Law much teſſcitrtheGofpelt, Exod. 28; The © Exod.2$. 


Prieſts hand mutt be filled He muſt nor be iti want; 
nor muſtche-month off the oxe , that treadeth ont the 


comebe muged?\ De 225,) And) perhaps it was * Deue.2g. 


not without myſtery ,'that or Satnour:Chriſt 4 
FO ; EF cauſed 


ceteraomall Law of Moſer Batthe Law of 'Na-+ 
turewhereby they ate due (witneffe the tithes * 


2% 
Be 


' 24 \F.rs 1B XMAEN, : 

* Matt. r 7. caufed afiſh topey tributetor himand Peter, Marr. 
7. 17-;but' that thereby lice would teach Spirituall 
fiſhyto giue tribute ra whom tribute, honour to 

whom hovour tithe th whom -qcary 6: cy 

- © . Fad .notS; (Pau, peremptorily.and Hlatly re- 
ſolued, that the,mainteinanceot Gods Miniſter 

mult not bea minced and curtall mainteinance, 

bur }argeand libera],he would neuerbaue char- 

'1,Tim.z. ged hinz wich boſpitality::* 2. Tim. 3. Aduty 
? -» which thepeaplearcasready toicxatt,as S.Paul 
to. enioine : and' yet they: will-not allow liim 
wherewubalh: Which how: much. better. is/ it 

1Exod.;.3 than Phatgobs tyranny,5 Exody 51 who required 
| ofthe T/raclites their full tale of bricke aud yethe 
would notallowghe firaw whenwitheo make it? 

-.\ Thus astheiafcont 30. Selpizins throne was Per = 

' r-Reg,10- ſexgradus,by-lix degrees os ſeps,? rReo. 1o.fo by 
= fxderemſip{asyechainrheard)doththeMi- 
niſfer. riſe to! his tHhrame Hf: dignitys. Aibwhich,as-on 

*; tbe one fidethey-ſhoald tearednd rcleuate the 

__ thoughtsofgheminilitefromthe.center ro the 

_—  ſphax6,audreniemberiimaowalkeworthyſo 
_ Heron: yiouthy a calling, becaute(as*S. Fame chily 
: ſpeakes) Malus'Secerdes' de. Sacendatiofus.crmen ace 


quirit, 


FisHzns OF Min. 

uirit, non.dignitatem:Ifthe Miniſter be lewd hi 
Dinifhatydech not grace,but blemiſh him. And 
as * Luctari notes of ſtage-platers , thatit they miſ- 
a&, butaſeryant, or meſſenger onely , wage. 
x5 ; £15. but a fmall ſlip; burifchey act Lypiter 
or Hercules ynworthily , xnryiawuer.s; x; .ahely: it is a 
foule and inexpiable fault : So if the: Miniſter 
did miſact but an carthly Prince only, bis fault 
were more tolerable : but foraſmuch as hee re- 
preſents the king ot heauen and carth;it can be 
no lefſe than dammable; |: +, | 
.-\ Soſhowldthey bkewiſc.on the other fide,in- 
ſtruQ the people, to haue the Miniſter in forgular 
reverence tor his work ſake; and if for none other 
cauſe; yettherefore to honour him becauſe hee 


is Gods Aſſe ; as the Iewes ſpred their garments 


inthe way , contentthat the Aſſe ſhould tread 


vpon them. becauſe he carried Chriſt, | Matt.2 1. 
Aud thoughthe Miniſter bevaworthy ſo great 
an honour (tor who « ſufficient for theſe things,” 2; 


Cor.2.) yet ſo taeſiceme of hom , as of the Mmiſter of 


Chrift, and diſpoſer of the fecrets of God : *1.Cor.4.For 

why. ſhould prety denie:that to Gods Miniſter, 

whuch policy will affoord a mortall Princes officer, 
OI 


whom 


* Lucian in 
Piſcator. 


| Matth.21. 


® 2, Cor. 2, 
16. ; 


" 2.Cor.2. 
16. 


"36 - Frenuxmunx, 
ſhomalbeir his: after-carriage:may declare to 
bee vnworthy the honour whereunto his Liege 
' hathaduancedhum,yer will chepeople fay with 
* Tacita, hitmin®Tacitus ;Tuorum:conſelorum focrum tua officia 
in republicacapeſentems calebanus: Becaule he is thy 
counfglour, and thine officer (6.King) we ho- 
nour hinv/ 3 |. 4/5 
_ , Howbeitſuchisthe iniquitic of theſe times, 
that as the fbadow. went backward ten degrees , in 
» 2.Reg.10 the Dial of 4baz ? 2.Reg. 20. Soten degrees, and 
11. moredo the ſhadows of Chriſt(the miniſters of Chriſt) 
go. backward in the account and eſtimate of the 
world, ſooner than ſtep forward ; I ſay notfix 
deorees, but one. TAS 
- For whereas none1s thoughttoo-good, tobe a 
Prences Embaſſadour ; they thinke none too-bad to 
| be the Embuſſadour of God the Prince of Princes. 
\ Platerch, Were ICato Maornow alive againe; to ſee the 
5» Cat.4a- halt, and the blinde marked our to'this beſt and 
ok , greateſt ſeruice, might he not worthulie ſcoffe at 
them, as ſometimes hedidat the Roman Embaſ- 
ſadours,one wounded in the head,andanother 
; in the foot 2 Mittit Populus Romanus legationem que 
nec caput nec pedes habet : Gods. Embaſlage is like a 


fick-mans 


nn” Fronuns of Mak. 9 ©. 
fickmans dreame, that hathneither bead; nor foot. 
Heeretofore Elder-brothers were. Prieſts by 
birth-right:but now the Priefthood isthe birth- 
right of yonger brothers.” Yonger brothers are 
madePrieſts, and Prieſts made yonger brothers, 
4 Heeretofore Kmegs themſelues diſdained not 
to bePrieſts :and hereafter Kings and Prieſts muſt 
onceagainebe attoned,"Apoc. 1. And yet'now ' Apoc.1.6. 
(forſooth) cuery petite Gentleman of the firſt 
head,thinks himſcltc all-roo-good for ſo meane 
an office. Its grace enough to the Mimftery, if 
hee but ouchſafe to turne one: of :his ſeruing- 
men out of his into Gods ſeruice : out of his k 
| ucryintoaChurch-liuing. my 
4. Thelſe,& the like dilgraces,did they but wound 
'” 7 ourowneperſons, we could the better ſwallow 
them: But (wn per lateka noſira petitur Eccleſia,” its 
petitur Chriſtus,whe thorow ourſides the Qhurch 
of Chriſt, yea Chriſt himſelfe is goarcd , then to 
be ſilent, it were Languer, non patientia ; ſtupidity, 
rather than patience. Then high time (.if yet 
time enough) to ſpeakes 1 , | 
Heerecan I hardly containe my ſelte, but 
that, like agother Peter, ſhould draw the blade of 
a F 3 | Gods 


& 


Gods'word, and draw blood 'at- Makbus his care in 
the quarrel! of my Lordand Maſter Chriſt. But 
therime hath already ouer-maſtered mee ; and 
ſhould'I'draw ; 1t would bid mee ſheath -vp my 

word againe. Penibontbad ited 5 

. ' Yetthis I ſay(for a parting-blow) to the prophane 
and Atheiſticall deriders, of theſe daics , that take 
pleaſure in belching out diſgraces againſt the 
Miniſter, making himino better than the ery 
paring, and filth, and purgament, and off-/couring of 

Phil: Hf. ep. all thmys -that G7 expuentlss recidit barbam,quod m cos 

L.16. lan expuitar: The diſgracerebounds backe ypon 
their ownepates: _ doe but foame out their 
owne ſhame : they bewray aſmuch malice as 
lictle religion. | Q 1/24 

For it , Feare the Lord, and honour his Prieſts 

- # Swac, 7 muſt goctogether , as* Srac7. then it ſeemes, 

37. that whoſo honoreth not his Prieſts, fearethnot 
the Lord. Andit, (uenchnot the ſpirit ; Deſpiſe 

* Theſl. 5. #0t propheſie, muſt go hand in hand, as*1 .Theſſ. 

20. 5. then theinferencemult be,that whoſo deſpi- 
ſeth prophefie, uencheth the ſpirit, Andit (as 

* Luc.10. our Sautour tels his Diſciples, * Luc. 10. Hee that 


16. heareth you , hearethmee : and , Flee that deſpiſeth 


you, 


Fiennns or Man: 29 
' you.,, defpifeth mes. j .then',/as. truly as:God is a ' 


icalous God, * Exod.20. {as icalousof hisowne * Exod. 20. 


honor, as cuerhuſband othis own wite) hewil 5: 
not leauethedeſpights and indignitics:done to 
his Miniſters vnreuenged.::: 1.1 410), 6 

And (forconcluſion) 1 willad this corollary of 
comtort to my brethiren felkw-fiſhermen,es fellow 
laborers 1n this holy &hecuenly tunion; that as 
Aulico parit refert quomodo a ceterus eſtimetur dummods 
principi ſe probet : Little caxes the Courtier how 0- 
thers eſteeme of him,ſo that he approoue him- 
ſelfe to his Prince,whoisable to exalt and bring 
him to honour : fo they reed not much'reſpet 
how little men "ex them (eclipſing, extenu- 
 - Ating, maligning their caivg) ſo that they ap- 

proouethemſt]ues vgto God ,- who both can, 

and will heereafter highly aduance them. 

That bright, glorious , and capacious globe 
of the Sun, 1s (to ſee to) but Þ1/tar pile pedals, No 
bigger thana foot-ball; Yet is it no leffe than 
Luxmundi, The light of the world : So they, al- 
beit in the cies of men they are no better than 
afoot-ball, a very play-game fitto be kickt and 
ſpurnd at; yet are they in Gods cies (who ſeeth 
F 4 not. 


yurr-=y 


| -FisSunnRMEN, 
7 Matt. 5- not as man ſeeth) Laxzmwde, ! Matth. 5.glorious 
= - and beautifull asis' the Sun in rhe firmament, 
farre aboue which they ſhall one day beexalted 
in the higheſt heauens ; there for cuer to ſhine 
in glory with him-who' is Sol Iytitie, 
—— 2 Mal. 4. eucn the true ſonneof. 
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